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Sunday School Program

2009-2010

Classes begin at 9:45 a.m.

Assumption Church School 

Mission Statement

The mission of our Sunday School program is based on an approach which prepares the students with the principles of the Orthodox Faith, encouraging them to grow in God’s service.  Our program builds a solid foundation for the children of our community through exemplary lessons in the teaching and the Worship Practices of the Greek Orthodox Christian Faith.  Using the fundamental tools of:
Worship
participating in community worship and private prayer

Community
sharing in the total life of the church

Discipleship
learning how to follow Jesus Christ and His Gospel Message

Service
serving the needs of others in and around the community

Witness
fulfilling Christ’s mission in the world

Through these intertwined tools we hope each child has received not only the communication of Christian truth called Orthodoxia, but also a formation of Christian Character by living a lifestyle representative of our Christian Faith called Orthopraxia.

Important Information

· All Classes begin at 9:45 a.m. in the Υouth Center/School building.  

· Each class will be assigned a prayer which they will practice.  It is our goal that the students learn this prayer (older classes may be assigned more than one) by heart.  One day a week is not enough time to cultivate a child’s prayer life.  We ask that you pray with your child each morning and evening and incorporate their class prayer into your prayer rule.

· Following class time, students will partake in the Divine Liturgy.  Students are asked to sit as a class with their Sunday School Teachers.

· Please instruct your child PRIOR to dropping them off to Sunday School as to whether or not they should receive Holy Communion.

· Parents are requested to pick up their child at the completion of the Divine Liturgy.

Sunday School Class Descriptions 2009-2010
Pre-K/Kindergarten

The Pre-K/Kindergarten Sunday School Class is for young children four and five years of age and creates a nurturing and caring atmosphere to instill the Orthodox Christian spirit in the innocent and sincere child.  The class lessons focus basic material about Orthodox worship, traditions, and life.  Children will learn about prayer, making the sign of the cross, helping and sharing, God’s Great Creation, the Christmas story, and Easter.  These themes are done through circle activities that involve flannel boards, songs, Bible stories, prayers, and projects that children can share with parents.  The class prayer is the Prayer to the Holy Trinity:  Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Have Mercy on Us.
First and Second Grades
The First and Second Grade curriculum teaches the children some of the fundamental teachings of the Orthodox Church.  They will learn about their Orthodox Faith, the Sacraments of Baptism and Communion, the Saints, Jesus’ Parables, the true meaning Christmas and Easter, and the Church’s Holy Days.  Through activities and crafts, students learn about service to the church, stewardship (giving your time, talents, and treasures), and the true meaning of love in our Church (serving others, love at home, and being respectful).  The class prayer is the Lord’s Prayer.

Third and Fourth Grades
Students in this class will learn how Jesus and the Holy Spirit give courage and ability to work together and love one another.  They will also continue learning about the Sacraments of our Church, with an emphasis place on Holy Confession, and some very important feast days.  Students will be challenged to live the Orthodox way in their personal lives at home, school, play, and the Church.  To achieve these goals, students will be introduced to the Bible, the Gospel Readings, the lives of Saints and the Liturgical and Sacramental life of the Church.  The class prayer is the Jesus Prayer.

Fifth and Sixth Grades
Students will learn how to respond to God’s “call.”  Through stories about the lives of Saints, students will learn to recognize how to respond to God in terms of personal faith and the basics of Christian morality.  Students will come to understand that they are people of God and how they should act as Orthodox Christians.  They will cover the teachings of Jesus and how they relate to their daily lives.  The class prayers are the Lenten Prayer to Saint Ephraim and our Church’s Apolytikion.
Jr. High School Class

The goal of this class is to show how the Orthodox faith is relevant to young men and women and how the Church can respond to all of their concerns.  Junior High School students experience an exciting yet turbulent time in their lives.  Often, young people (and many adults) don’t think that the Church can respond or provide them with the tools to help them during the struggles life challenges us with.  The hope is that they will realize that Jesus Christ and His Gospel reasonates today and that the Church can provide them with assistance in their everyday lives.  The class prayer is The Creed.
Sunday School and Youth Ministry Projects
Stewardship and Almsgiving Program:  From a young age, we seek to teach our children the importance of offering their time, talents, and treasures to the Church.  For this reason, outreach projects are held throughout the year.  The offerings collected from these various projects have been used to support various charities in the past, such as Philoxenia House IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities), Toys for Tots, Project Mexico, Kids Café, international relief efforts, and various other missionary programs.
Class Prayers:  Each class is assigned a prayer for the year, with which they will begin each lesson.  Every child is asked to learn their prayer and offer it daily at home or whenever they feel the need to pray to God.

Food Drive:  Each year we collect non-perishable food items and monetary donations towards Thanksgiving food for families in need.  We have also hosted a food drive during the Christmas season.  Our donations are delivered to New Horizons food pantry by our dedicated GOYA ministry. We will also participating in a “Shoes for Orphan Souls” Collection Drive in October.
Teaching Liturgy:  We will offer a Teaching Divine Liturgy on a Sunday in November and April.  This is a full Liturgy during which we will pause periodically to explain the prayers and significant importance of various aspects of the service.

Christmas Pageant:  Each year our children participate in a re-enactment of the Birth of Christ and sing traditional Christmas Carols in Greek and in English.  This year’s Christmas Pageant will take place on Sunday, December 13th. A parish family Christmas Celebration will follow.  We also collect “Gifts of Giving” for needy children and families of a non-profit organization.

Godparent Sunday:  Godparent Sunday is a day set aside to remind ourselves of the meaning of our own baptism, as well as to honor the great responsibility and blessing of being a Godparent.  On this day, all students are encouraged to invite their Godparents to celebrate the Divine Liturgy together and receive Holy Communion.

Saturday of Lazarus:  On March 27, 2010 all students and their families are encouraged to celebrate the Divine Liturgy for this Feast, enjoy a light breakfast, and then help make the Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday the next day.  Children are also encouraged to prepare to receive the Sacrament of Holy Confession, for which Fr. Athanasios will be available.

Graduation Sunday:  On this day, we will honor all of our students in the Greek School and  Sunday School programs for all of their hard work during the year, especially those graduating from High School and College.
